Understanding
the FAFSA

An Upward Bound Guide to Accessing
Federal, State, & Institutional Financial Aid

What is the FAFSA?

The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is
the key form used to apply for financial assistance—such
as grants, work-study, and student loans. It's also used by
many states and colleges/universities to determine
eligibility for institutional aid.

Why is it Important?
e Applies for the Pell Grant—which can be up to $7,395

UPWARD BOUND

per year!
¢ Required by most institutions for awarding other .
federal or state-based financial aid. The FAFSA is Free!
e Helps colleges understand your financial need and There i t to submit
offer a full financial aid package. s [NEIEIS NO COSE Lo SUOMI
a FAFSA.
Who Needs to Submit It? « Avoid websites or
e High school seniors, current college students, or companies who charge

? anyone thinking about enrolling in higher education. you for FAFSA assistance.

e Even if you think your family makes too much, you
should still submit the FAFSA!

e |fyou're a transfer student, add your new institution’s
FAFSA code to your existing application.
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Application \
Steps

How can | prepare for it?

Visit studentaid.gov

e Social Security Number, driver’s license (if =

applicable), and birthdate. %ﬁ% Create or sign-in with
e Federal school codes for the institutions you want “NE - your Federal Student

your FAFSA sent to for processing. Aid (FSA) ID
e Parent information, such as their personal email

address. @. Startthe FAFSA and
e Records of untaxed income, bank statements, and =) enter student, parent,

investment information. & financial information

When should | submit it? Al i colees

A new FAFSA opens every October 1st and you must universities, or
T : technical schools
complete a new application every year:

e 2025-2026 = Fall 25, Spring '26, Summer 26 semesters
e 2026-2027 = Fall ‘26, Spring '27, Summer 27 semesters
e 2027-2028 = Fall ‘27, Spring '28, Summer 28 semesters

ie]

Submit your application
and ensure your parent
completes their section

as soon as possible j

Need help with your FAFSA? | Our TRiO UB staff are here to support you, so don't hesistate to reach out!
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Scan this |

Danielle Pierce, Asst. UB Director
QR coc.le gulfcoast.cdu/TRIO dpierce@gulfcoast.edu
to begin more information Teresa Givens, UB Admin Asst.

about TRiO & UB

your ) thaileygi@gulfcoast.edu

FAFSA (850) 913 - 2937
journey! ﬂ Student Union West, Room 89
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Understanding i
the CSS Profile TR'O
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CSS Profile Costs

o $25 for the first school,
$16 for each additional

. o e However, Fee waivers are
What IS CSS prOflle? automatically provided to
The CSS Profile (College Scholarship Service Profile) is an eligible students when
online application from the College Board used by about 400 you apply

colleges and scholarship programs to award non-federal
financial aid, like school-based grants and scholarships.
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Why is it Important? Application \
¢ Required by many private and selective colleges. Steps
¢ Helps schools understand your complete financial picture.

e Can open the door to additional financial aid beyond what ;

the FAFSA offers. Visit cssprofile.org
. Check participating
Who Needs to Submit It? institutions via the link

» Not all colleges require the CSS Profile—check with each on that webpage.
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institution you're applying for admission. Learn more about how
» Divorced or separated parents may also need to submit to apply, including
what documents you
may need through our

tutorials.

applications.
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How can | prepare for it?

. . Log in or create an
Identify student / parent income, tax returns, and W-2s. 9

Determine family size and number in college. : ?ﬁg?glgtnb%]cgaﬁg%

[ )
- Locate bank statements and other financial records.
When do | submit it?
@ * Most students complete the CSS Profile in their senior year
of high school starting on October 1st.

ie]

and ensure parents
complete their sectiory

[@anu

Notate non-custodial parent info (if applicable). Submit your application
* Some schools may have different deadlines, though.

Need help with the CSS Profile? | Our TRiO UB staff is here to support you, don’t hesistate to reach out!

Danielle Pierce, Asst. UB Director

Scan QR to see Participating
Institutions and Programs

Certain colleges, universities, and scholarship

dpierce@gulfcoast.edu

Teresa Givens, UB Admin Asst.
thaileygi@gulfcoast.edu

programs use CSS Profile & Institutional
Documentation of Service (IDOC) as part of their (850) 913 - 2937

financial aid process for some or all applicants. Student Union West, Room 89

100% of UB's total annual costs (~$309,505) are financed by federal funding. Fall 2025


https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/
https://cssprofile.collegeboard.org/

